
STEADY PROGRESS
Stateless Tamils in West Malaysia
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West Malaysia

Orang Asli: 180,000 people in scattered 
groups, original population before arrival 
of the Malays. Also include the Orang Laut, 
around 4,000 sea nomads on the southern 
coasts of West Malaysia. Not registering 
births risks statelessness. 

Rohingya: 20,000–
25,000 stateless, 
whose residency 
permits often 
depend on political 
decisions.

mainly descendants of 
Tamils brought from 
India in British colonial 
rule to work on plan-
tations

40,000

2009

11,500

2018

MALAYSIA

100 km

Kuala Lumpur 


