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THE FIRST WAVE
Main escape routes 
after the 1948 Arab–
Israeli war, current 
de facto boundaries*, 
numbers of affected

Israel

Jerusalem

70,000

Jordan

75,000

Syria

100,000

Lebanon

*  West Bank occupied 1948 
by Jordan, 1950–1967 
annexed, enabling 
naturalization of Pales-
tinians. Gaza occupied 
1948–1967 by Egypt, 
inhabitants remained 
stateless

190,000

Gaza

7,000

Egypt

4,000

Iraq

280,000

West Bank


