
INVISIBLE IN THE GULF
Situation of Bidoon mainly of Arab origin 
in Gulf states
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Iraq: 54,000 Bidoon (2006, 
no more recent data) 

Kuwait: 100,000 
to 200,000 Bidoon. 
125,000 were 
expelled or fled to 
Iraq in 1991; many 
later returned.

Saudi Arabia: 70,000 to 250,000 Bidoon. 
“Black cards” distributed since ca. 2009 
that enable access to some forms of 
state support and to travel documents 
that do not permit return to Saudi Arabia. 

Qatar: several 
thousand Bidoon, 
expatriation also 
for political reasons 
(2019)

Bahrain: 2,000 
up to 5,000 
Bidoon families 
(2016)

United Arab 
Emirates: up to 
100,000 Bidoon, also 
originating from 
coastal Iran and 
Pakistan. Since 2008 
eligible for passport 
from the Comoros, an 
archipelagic nation 
near Madagascar, 
that “legalizes” their 
status in the Emirates 
and permits work in 
government, school 
attendance and 
foreign travel.


