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SAHEL IN MOTION
Transhumance migrations by the Fulani with their cattle 
in wet and dry seasons in west and central Africa

Cattle herders
 Fulani 

Camel herders and caravans
 Moors
 Tuareg
 Tubu

Migration routes
 national
 cross-border
 wet season
 dry season

 official border 
 crossing

Côte d'Ivoire

Liberia

Burkina Faso

Sierra Leone

Western Sahara*

Algeria

Sudan

Libya

Senegal

Central African Republic

Mauritania

Chad

Mali
Niger

Togo

Benin Nigeria

Cameroon

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Ghana

Africa

Gambia

Tubu – Population group in central 
Sahara. Languages: Tedaga and 
Dazaga. Pastoralists with goats, 
sheep and camels; long-distance 
caravan trade, cropping in oases

Tuareg – Berbers living in north and west 
Africa; those in Mali call themselves Im-
ushagh, Language: Tamasheq, script: Tifi-
nagh. Today mainly practise semi-mobile 
pastoralism with camels and traditional 
long-distance caravan trade

Moors – partly 
nomadic Berbers, call 
themselves Bidhan. 
Language: Hassania, 
an Arabic dialect. In 
1957, 90 percent of 
the population lived in 
tents; in 2005, around 
40 percent lived in 
urban areas

Fulani – west African 
pastoralist group. 
Language: Ful, part 
of the Niger-Congo-
language family. 
Mainly settled 
cattle-keeping, also 
mobile pastoralists
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