Development: A North-South  ,»
Debate

In the name of aid, progress, growth, empowerment or sustainability,
development has always had the sense of being something "good" or
"positive". But poverty and inequality are outcomes of the systematic and
unequal integration of "poorer" countries into the global economic structures.
Learn more about this with a timeline of western development politics, its
criticism and movements fighting for alternative concepts to improve and
change the world.

Overview

1.Development in Politics

2.The History of "Development”

3.Criticizing Capitalist Development

4.Decolonizing and Re-imagining Development

5.Alternative concepts, grassroots movements and
resistance against capitalist development

Development in Politics

Whether it's called development aid, development cooperation or development
policy - development is a controversial field in politics and repeatedly sparks
criticism and debate. Generally speaking, development can be understood as
activities that aim to improve a country's economic, social, societal or technical
situation.
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Who Really Benefits From the Development

Even if this concept of development sounds
neutral at first, it is not. It implies the idea of a
"highly developed"”, "modern" and "civilized"
west, that helps the globang und Freihandel
H5P einfligen PDFs

- FuRzeile: LINX RLS

- Bilder, wenn diel south to "progress" by
providing technology, money and culture. In a
way, the world remains divided: between the
West and the rest, the developed and the
underdeveloped, those in possession of
solutions and those in need of help.

The History of "Development"”

In this idea of development, power hierarchies and imbalances between
countries, people, economies and institutions are deeply rooted. A look at
history shows that this is no coincidence: Development in this sense is a legacy
of colonialism, which is based on the exploitation of people and nature and is
intended to maintain this. As such, development is also closely linked to the
current economic system of capitalism with its ultimate goal of economic
growth.

This timeline traces a historical narrative of development from its colonial roots
until the most recent sustainable development goals.

It sheds light on:

» the origins of development,
* how development became a political instrument,

» the relations of power involved in Development Cooperation,

« the control of the Global North in determining development policies for
the rest of the world

* and on the disposition of development to pursue growth at all costs.
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Colonization in the name of developing and civilizing the
“barbaric” Global South

In the period of Colonialism from the 15th to 20th century, European countries
strategically spread their political and economic domination in other
continents. They took control of the sovereignty of lands and the indigenous
populations in America, Asia, Africa, Australia and Oceania. Through
subjugation, conquest and exploitation of the newly acquired territories,
colonial powers increased their own power and wealth. Raw materials and
labour were appropriated from the colonies to satisfy the needs and demands
of the industrialization process in Europe. In addition, new markets were
developed to sell European goods and products, thus undermining the capacity
of the colonies to build their own independent economy. Colonial powers
claimed they were civilizing “barbaric” or “savage” nations through their
conquests, while also arguing that they were acting in the interest of those
whose lands and peoples they were exploiting.

Despite many of the former colonies gaining independence through wars and
resistance movements, the oppressive, unequal and exploitative system in the
colonial period still persists today.
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Development aid, the new instrument for the north to
coerce the South and spread their economic interests

In the middle of the 20th century, post World War 2, development newly
emerged in the form of development aid. In his inaugural speech in 1949, US
President Harry Truman announced a development program for “less developed
countries” which would include technical assistance, investments and
economic assistance. He called more than half of the world population to be
living in poverty and promised to improve their conditions by helping them
achieve economic growth and increased per capita income. Truman defined the
poorer regions of the world, primarily former colonies that gained
independence, as economically “underdeveloped” in relation to the so called
“developed” countries. Thus development was seen as a way out of
underdevelopment. In the name of “helping”, development aid was used as an
instrument to prevent the threat of poverty for the growth and expansion of
wealthier nations and corporations.

LINX - the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation's learning platform 4



World map worlds first
second third.GIF. License:
Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
Unported.

1950

-~

Development as a means to gain geopolitical influence

In the 1950s, a new world order was taking shape with Russia and the USA as
the two big and powerful players. Countries with high living standards formed
the First World, and the Soviet Union along with other socialist countries formed
the Second World. The so called Third World consisted of states in Africa, Asia
and Latin America that were poorer and seeking to determine their own
development path after gaining independence. As a result of the Cold War, the
First and Second World extended their economic and political power and control
into the Third World. Development Aid was used by First World Countries to
influence and intervene in Third World Countries. It was an ongoing process
during the entire period of the Cold War.
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Economic Growth as a vehicle to development fails

In the 1960s, in the name of supporting economic growth and poverty
reduction, the Global North powers used loans to control former colonies in the
Global South and protect their own interests. The idea was that with loans by
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, countries would be able
to boost their economic growth, which would in turn reduce poverty and
unemployment, while also improving health and education. It was assumed
that providing financial leverage, tax benefits and incentives to the richer
sections of society would lead to overall growth and prosperity which would
benefit everyone and help develop "underdeveloped" areas. Instead, many
countries in the Global South continued to be shaped around the export of raw
materials and resources just like in colonial times. As the rules of global finance
were being made by the Global North, the Global South had no choice but to
continue borrowing from the North. Many Asian, African and Latin American
countries could not pay back their debts and plunged into bankruptcy around
the 1980s. The outcome for many of these countries was a social, economic
and political crises and a greater dependence on the Global North.
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1970

Development as another paternalistic approach

In the 1970s, the development agenda took a new meaning and practice. It
appeared in the form of the so called Basic Needs Approach. As development
through monetary investments was not successful, development strategy
became about identifying and fulfilling the deficiencies of poorer countries and
then meeting their basic needs such as health, education, clothing, clean
water, sanitation etc. Although the focus still remained on growth, instead of
transferring money into the developing countries, the US and other Western
Countries focused on sending a package of basic requirements to the
developing countries and building the necessary infrastructure based on each
countries respective needs. The issue with such an approach was that it did not
promote self determination for developing countries, but was based on more
powerful countries making decisions for the rest. The so called developed
countries not just arbitrarily determined the requirements of the poor people
but also defined the basic minimum standards of “well-being” which
development countries were supposed to aspire towards. It pushed countries in
the Global South to consume more in order to rise out of poverty, instead of
standing on their own feet.
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1980

Neoliberalism worsens poverty
... and paves the way for transnational enterprises in the Global South

In the 1980s, development took a new and strongly neoliberal character and
ideology. Through the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, so
called structural adjustment policies were imposed top-down on the Global
South. Developing countries were required to spend less on education, health
and development and shift their focus more on growth oriented neoliberal
economic policies and repaying their debts, thus demanding Global South
countries to reduce their living standards. Financial assistance was provided
based on certain preconditions that Global South countries were forced to take
up. The conditions included reduction of expenditure, liberalization (loosening
of government controls) of the economy and opening up the markets more for
resource extraction and exports. Privatization was also imposed on the
countries along with reducing protection for domestic industries. Additionally,
regulations and standards were removed in order to make the economy
attractive for foreign investments. By laying these foundations for a free trade
economy, Global South countries were heavily impacted by the structural
adjustment programs in many ways, while Western countries continued to
profit. For example: The capability and power of sovereign nations to govern
themselves was lowering with the increasing external control of the economy;
financial resources were transferred to foreign companies and to private
capital; and high unemployment rates were experienced alongside increased
poverty and inability to repay debts.
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1990

The West continues to determine the path of Development
for the rest of the world

In 1992, members of the United Nations adopted the Agenda 21, a
developmental and environmental program to make the world more
sustainable in the 21st century. Development policies were meant to help
disadvantaged groups to help themselves. It was left to each country to find
their own ways to implement the goals. In this time policies such as micro
credits and rural development were implemented through development
cooperation to promote economic autonomy and self sufficiency. Two of the
most important social goals was to fight poverty and give each person the
possibility to secure their existence and to promote health in developing
countries. In terms of economic goals, Global South countries were to be
supported financially and they were supposed to participate in the success of
the market with more globalization and investment in sustainable forms of
development. Another focus of economic growth was sustainable consumption
to reduce the burden on the environment. While Agenda 21 goals seemed
equal and reasonable, they lacked democratic processes. Moreover, the focus
was still on growth and efficiency which did not consider the relation between
developed and developing countries. Finally the Agenda 21 still promoted a
Western idea of development reproducing dependencies and unequal power
relations.
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Development as Millenium Development Goals - a futile
effort?

In 2000, the UN, World Bank, International Monetary Fund and OECD
formulated the Millennium Development Goals which were signed by 191
member countries. It was a universal framework with a special focus on policies
and actions on developing countries to promote economic and social
development. There were 8 goals along with indicators to measure them that
were adopted to fight poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental
degradation and discrimination against women by 2015. While the MDGs had
good intentions and brought some improvements, the policies did not solve
what they set off for and they were neither relevant for richer countries nor
took into consideration ecological factors by focusing on a western idea of
growth and progress. The MDGs failed to question the current capitalistic
system through its ambitious efforts to solve poverty and inequality.
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Development as Sustainable Development Goals
- New wine in old bottles

In 2015, the sustainable development goals were proposed as the guiding
principle for the 21st century. With the 2030 agenda for sustainable
development, built on the framework of the MDGs, the United Nations countries
decided to pursue a programme to reduce poverty and hunger and to fight
climate change and its ecological impacts. In the form of 17 goals intended for
the Global North and the Global South, the SDGs focused on not just protecting
ecosystems but also promoting sustainable economic activities while relying on
economic growth. The SDGs aimed and continue to seek transformation of the
world through shared responsibility, for the benefit of the people, planet and
prosperity.

Even though the SDGs recognize the global problems, the reality faced by the
world today is quite challenging and the SDGs do not seem to be solving it.
Ecological crises and climate change continues to worsen and inequality
globally continues to grow, thus fundamentally questioning a growth-oriented
development promoted from the richest 10% of the World’s population which
caused the current social, environmental and resource crisis. The discourse of
sustainable development is still controlled by the Global North, without any
systemic or radical change in the existing system.
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Critical Perspectives of Capitalist Development

As it turns out, global inequality is not a technical problem or a flaw in the
system, but one that requires rethinking society as a whole. Development
policy is an important means for the West to stabilize and constantly re-
establish this global injustice and dominance in the world. So if we want to
criticize the understanding of development described above, we must also
question all the principles associated with it: A worldview that favors and
centers Europe (Eurocentrism), capitalism and economic growth in general.

Decolonizing and Re-imagining Development

The ideas of capitalism and development are spread throughout Western
societies in a very dominant way; to the extent that it seems almost impossible
to change anything or imagine alternatives. While the Global North is
fundamentally founded on capitalism, for ‘developing’ countries capitalism is
the goal they are supposed to strive for. In this context, it is high time to
challenge these dominant concepts:

* by moving away from the European experience of industrial growth and
capitalist expansion

* by shifting the focus away from current understandings of economy

* by decolonizing policies in relation to development.

In the following method, you can learn about some ideas to transform and
decolonize development.

Transforming the idea
of development that
we know today, which
is based on the neo-
liberal economic
growth, for-
development paradigm
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inequality as a struggle against underdevelopment which reproduces colonial notions of some countries being superior than others, but rather framing it as
a struggle against exploitation and oppression, and a struggle for self-determination and global justice.
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Alternative concepts, grassroots movements
and resistance against capitalist development

Alternatives to development does not mean looking for alternatives to
development or alternative ways to become like the West. Rather, it involves a
fundamental shift from the universal model of Western development to existing
alternatives of self organizing among those most affected from the
development project. Alternatives come from the grassroots movements and
local communities from around the globe, especially in the Global South.

The following world map provides an interactive learning experience to the
user with a compilation of concepts, worldviews, practices, social movements
and resistances that question the modernist ideology of development and go
beyond those practices based on their cultural contexts.

Alternative Concepts, Grassroots Movements and
Resistance Against Capitalist Development

Zapatista Autonomy-
Mexico

The Zapatista uprising in the state
of Chiapas in 1994 was a response
to hundreds of years of colonial
oppression and worsened by
increasing privatizations and
dispossession of indigenous lands
and freedom. Since that time, the
Zapatistas live a life based on
decolonial, anti-capitalist, anti-globalism and collective resistance values, by
concentrating on getting back land, mutual aid and practicing autonomy. By
organizing themselves around Indigenous traditions and practices, the
Zapatistas follow a horizontal governance system, just gender relations, a
health care system run by themselves, bottom-up education and agro-
ecological food sovereignty. By constructing a radically alternative way of life,
the Zapatistas believe that “a world with many worlds” can be achieved, which
stresses dignity for others, belonging and common struggle.

(Bild von Flickr: Zapatista woman, Autor: Visual Research, Lizenz: Attribution-
NonCommercial (CC BY-NC 2.0))
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Solidarity and alternatives in Haiti

Haiti has a tradition of collective organization, social action and resistance, with
roots in the Haitian revolution, to challenge interventions in the name of
democracy/development. The Gwoupman Peyizan translated to “peasant
grouping” aims to bring social, economical and political change. By setting up
semi-autonomous communities, practicing solidarity and communal
management of resources, radical democracy and reproduction of traditional
knowledge and practices, the movement challenges the state and the global
exploitative system. Their philosophy is based on community participation,
bottom-up social change, local ownership and team building with local
populations. Thus, the peasant groupings are advancing self reliance and
sovereignty.

(Bild von Pixinio: Landwirte, landwirtschaftliche, Ausbildung, Programm, Haiti,
Autor: Kendra Helmer, USAID, Lizenz:
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/)
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Proceso de Comunidades Negras (Process of Black
Communities - PCN)- Colombia

The PCN is a collective of organizations of Black Communities from Pacific,
Caribbean and Central Colombia. It consolidated in the early 90s after many
efforts within the social movement that aimed to influence the Constituency of
1991 in which Colombia acquired the status of a "multi-ethnic and
multicultural™ nation. The initiative brings together more than 140 grassroots
organizations, community councils and people who are committed to the
transformation of the political, social, economic, and territorial reality of Black,
Afro-descendant, and indigenous communities. They defend and advocate for
the individual, collective and ancestral rights of Black Communities. These are
based on principles such as focusing on their cultural identity, the defense of
ancestral territories and sustainable use of natural resources, the autonomous
participation in decision making processes that affect the community, and the
defense of an approach to development which is environmentally and culturally
sustainable. Solidarity with the struggles of Black people in the world are also
important for the PCN.

(Bild von Flickr: Palenquera, Autor: Verino77, Lizenz: Attribution-ShareAlike (CC
BY-SA 2.0))
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Sumac Kawsay/Buen Vivir - Bolivia, Ecuador

Buen Vivir
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The idea of Buen Vivir (or living well) is a set of South American perspectives
which question the western dominant logic of development or modernity and
capitalism. Buen Vivir is founded on the belief that true well being is only
possible as a community, which in an expanded sense embraces diversity of
cultures and includes a harmonious relationship with nature, the environment
and the Earth. The concept originates from the traditions and practices of the
Indigenous communities in the Andes in South America. However, there are
variations in the experience of communities in the South American Amazon and
activist movements in Central and North America. The idea of Buen Vivir seeks
ecological balance and a fulfilment of needs instead of economic growth. Buen
Vivir gained prominence in the beginning of the 21st century, particularly
through its inclusion in constitutional discussions in Bolivia and Ecuador.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: Zentrale Elemente des "buen vivir", Autor: Felix
Jorg Mdller, Lizenz: CC BY-SA 4.0 Deed Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International)
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Alternative Concepts, Grassroots Movements and
Resistance Against Capitalist Development

The Potato Park located in
the Andean mountain
region in Peru, is managed
and protected by the local
communities. The region is

a hotspot for potato EEEls
biodiversity and is
inhabited by almost 6000
indigenous Quechua '
people. Based on

principles of living in
harmony and balance with
nature and respecting the ” 2
limits of the earth, the T : :
Quechua have traditionally cultivated potatoes in the region for thousands of
years. As the government of Peru introduced economic liberalization policies
and encouraged investment from international agricultural and mining
cooperation, the traditional life of the indigenous communities as well as the
biodiversity of the region was being threatened. To protect the local ecosystem
and the livelihoods of the communities, the Asociacion Andes (for nature and
sustainable development) was registered. To respond to the threat, the Potato
Park was set up, with the idea that Quechua societies would manage their own
indigenous or ancestral bioculture heritage and have the right to conserve their
traditional culture, knowledge, resources and livelihoods. The community has
also set up collective micro enterprises based on principles of a solidarity
economy while also being environmentally responsible.

(Bild von Flickr: Farmers sharing potatoes in the Potato Park, Autor: The
International Insitute for Environment and Development IIED, Lizenz:
Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC 2.0))
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Degrowth- Global
North/France

Degrowth is an idea that critiques
the global capitalist system which
pursues growth at all costs, causing
human exploitation and
environmental destruction. The
degrowth movement of activists and
researchers advocates for societies
in the Global North that prioritize
social and ecological well-being
instead of corporate profits, over-production and excessive consumption. This
requires radical redistribution, reduction in the material size of the global
economy, and a shift in common values towards care, solidarity and autonomy.
Degrowth means transforming societies in the Global North to ensure
environmental justice and a good life for all within planetary boundaries. One of
the key elements withing degrowth is a reduction of production and
consumption in the Global North and liberation from the one-sided Western
paradigm of development, which could then allow for a self-determined path of
social organization in the Global South.

(Bild von Flickr: Degrowth Malmé 2018, Autor: ckohtala, Lizenz: Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0))

La Via Campesina-
Belgium

La Via Campesina,
founded in 1993, is an !
international movement
which unites millions of
peasants, small and
medium farmers, landless
people, women farmers,
indigenous people,
migrants and agriculture
workers from all over the world for the purpose of food sovereignty. The
movement aims to defend small-scale sustainable agriculture as a way to
promote social justice and dignity. It opposes corporate driven agriculture and
and transnational companies which are destroying people and nature. La Via
Campesina movement is autonomous, pluralist and multicultural. It builds on a
sense of solidarity and unity between agricultural producers from the North and
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South. La Via Campesina prioritizes local food production and consumption and
ensures that the local producers have control over the management of their
own lands, territories, water, seeds, livestock, and biodiversity. La Via
Campesina movement is a response to the current problems in the world
around poverty, food and climate crises.

(Bild von Flickr: Representantes de la Via Campesina, Autor: Fondo Andaluz de
Municipios para la Solidaridad Internacional FAMSI, Lizenz: Attribution-
ShareAlike (CC BY-SA 2.0))

City Plaza in Athens &
Social Solidarity
Medical Centre in
Thessaloniki- Greece

The term ‘open localization’ [t : S
refers to experiments in | MOEGRDETS
community building, radical : ORTAINSWS
politics, and democratization

processes. Two examples of ’ Vo T

self organized grassroots
movements from Greece based on inclusion and bottom up empowerment
provide shelter, safety and solidarity to refugees coming into Europe. The first
one is Refugee Accommodation and Solidarity Space City Plaza, which has
operated since April 2016 as a self-organized housing project for homeless
refugees in the center of Athens. City Plaza emerged as a practical response to
the dominant anti-migration policies in Greece and the EU, while over recent
months has been developed as a new, open locality based on principles of self-
organization, autonomy, and solidarity. The second example is Social Solidarity
Medical Center of Thessaloniki (SSMC) operating since December 2010 as a
social healthcare collective, giving primary medical and pharmaceutical
treatment to uninsured residents. It started from a group of activists and
doctors willing to provide health support to immigrants but soon developed as
a health support to everyone - local or immigrant - who was unable to afford
the National Health Care System.

(Bild von Flickr: city plaza squat roof terrace overlooking athens, Autor:
malstad, Lizenz: Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0))
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Democratic Economy- Kurdistan
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Rojava, is a de facto autonomous region in northeastern Syria which gained its
autonomy in 2012 in the context of the Rojava conflict and the Syrian War. The
region is a secular polity shaped by direct democracy based on so called
democratic  confederalism and libertarian  socialism. It promotes
decentralization, gender emancipation, environmental sustainability, social
ecology and pluralistic tolerance of diversity. As a democratic autonomy, the
region has implemented a process of organization that ensures access for all to
the means of social reproduction as well as a form of decision making that is
communal, participatory and just. As a democratic economy, Rojava follows an
economy where activities are not oriented towards economic development and
growth, bur rather towards the fulfillment of everyone's needs, while also
providing equal access to land, water and other local resources to all the
people. At the heart of the movement, is a strong sense of the collective,
sharing and solidarity and a prioritization of self management, social justice
and a sound ecology.

(Bild von Flickr: Rojava / YPG / Free Kurdistan, Autor: Julia Tulke, Lizenz:
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0))
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Community and Resistance in the Niger Delta

In the 1980s,
implementation of World Bank
and International Monetary :
Fund inspired Structural g
Adjustment Programs (SAP), i
aggravated the economic
problems in Nigeria, the largest S ‘
exporter of petroleum in Africa. RS
To fight against the high rates of & .
unemployment, growing Ess
hopelessness under the military J8
regimes and the increasing Eie
social inequalities, a new A ] :
mobilization emerged, with the students movement agalnst SAP at the core of
the movement. The students movement network consisted of radical university
teachers, new human rights organizations and sections of organized labor.
Together, the various organizations led mass protests against the regime in the
1990s. At the same time, another movement emerged against oil and gas
production sites in the Nigerian Delta. The Movement for the Survival of the
Ogoni People (MOSOP) and later the ljaw Youth Council (IYC), community
movements engaged in struggles aimed at restructuring the colonial state in
order to restore self-determination to communities. In 1990, MOSOP proclaimed
the Ogoni Bill of Rights, demanding political autonomy as a means to achieve
environmental justice. The proclamation brought about mass actions that
resulted in a situation, with MOSOP advancing a radical alternative social
agenda opposing the policies of the state and its allied capital. The mass
protests and actions by the Ogoni led to the halting of oil and gas production in
the area when Shell pulled out in 1993.

(Bild von Flickr: Niger Delta oil disaster, Autor: Sosialistisk Ungdom (SU),
Lizenz: Attribution-NoDerivs (CC BY-ND 2.0))
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Food Sovereignty and
Agroecology in Tanzania

In Tanzania, small holder farming
communities are threatened by
the SAGCOT initiative, a public-
private development project,
aiming to commercialize
“underproductive” smallholders
and underutilized land for
profitable and industrial
agricultural production. This kind of modernization would result in massive land
grabbing, exploitation and adverse inclusion. Smallholder farmers have been
organizing resistance against neocolonial intervention by implementing food
sovereignty and agroecological practices as well as fighting for self reliance
and autonomy. The key features around the movement has been collective
action at the local level, communal and democratic management of resources
and the use of local and ancestral knowledge.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: Farmers near Arusha, Tanzania, Autor: Fanny
Schertzer, Lizenz: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/)

Chikukwa Project in Zimbabwe

The Chikukwa Permacultre Project
is a community based Vvillage
regeneration and sustainable
agriculture effort from Zimbabwe.
The initiative began in 1991
seeking to face food insecurities by
collecting seeds, setting up
household orchards and reforesting
the area. Since the country’s
economy has been based on
agriculture, when an inflation crisis
hit Zimbabwe in 2005, the country started to examine rural economies as
sources of development. There are six Chikukwa villages in the mountainous
regions in the eastern part of the country near Mozambique, with a population
of approximately seven thousand people. The area once experienced poverty,
hunger, malnutrition and high rates of disease. However, in the last 20 years,
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the people of the Chikukwa communities have taken charge of their own lives
and futures with permaculture based restoration of watersheds, farmlands and
culture and transformed both their landscapes and their fortunes. To
complement their strategies for food security, they have also built their
community strength through locally controlled and initiated programs for
permaculture training, conflict resolution, women’s empowerment, primary
education and HIV management.

(Bild von: https://www.permaculturenews.org/2013/08/15/the-chikukwa-
permaculture-project-zimbabwe-the-full-story/)

Ubuntu- South Africa

Ubuntu is a indigenous
philosophical concept from
the southern region of ,‘
Africa which means Eai
humanness and concerns }
the interconnectedness of
humans with each other
and with the world we live
in. In post-colonial Africa as
well as globally, Ubuntu is ¥
referred to as an alternative

to dominant ideas of development that happen at the cost of social and
environmental sustainability. Ubuntu dismisses capitalist exploitation and
injustice and turns to principles of solidarity not just among humans but also
with nature in the struggle for social and environmental justice. The concept
stands for a productive collective power and unites the struggle for individual
freedom, and social and environmental justice as a common struggle.

(Bild von Flickr: Walk for Ubuntu Conscious South Africa, 29 September 2013,
Autor: GovernmentZA, Lizenz: Attribution-NoDerivs (CC BY-ND 2.0))
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Aravari River
Parliament, Tarun
Bharat Sangh- India

In the Alawar District of
Rajasthan in India, the
local community has been
working together to not
only restore water in a
desert area but also to
share the ecological
resource fairly and
democratically (for future
generations). In 1998-1999, the Aravari people from 72 villages came forward
to form the Aravari River Parliament, with the objective of safeguarding
community efforts for the conservation and use of water in the region. The
River Parliament was based on the principles of self-reliance at the village level,
where decisions were made collectively at the local level and not by centralized
government institutions. In the process the Aravari River Parliament forced the
state government to hand over control of the river to the local community so
that they could take charge of their own water management and develop
policies to govern their own natural resources.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: Arvari River view at village Hamirpur in
Thanagazi block of Rajasthan state, India, Autor: Tarun Bharat Sangh, Lizenz:
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International)
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Swaraj/Radical Ecological Democracy- India

Radical Ecological Democracy (RED), locally also called Eco-Swaraj, is a
framework providing an alternative to top-down ideologies that emerged from
grassroots experiences across India. This approach respects the limits of the
Earth and the rights of other species. At the core it pursues the values of social
justice and equity. RED aims to empower every individual to be part of
decision-making. Its vision of wellbeing includes physical, material, socio-
cultural, intellectual and spiritual dimensions. The idea of Swaraj puts
collectives and communities at the center of governance and economy, rather
than the state and the corporation. Radical Ecological Democracy rests on the
principles of: sound ecology and its limits, equity and justice, participatory
democracy, common responsibility, diversity, collective commons, respecting
the rights of nature, resilience and adaptability, subsidiarity and
ecoregionalism, and interconnectedness.

(Bild von: https://www.filmsforaction.org/articles/towards-alternatives-radical-
ecological-democracy/, 10 Principles of Radical Ecological Democracy- A Way to
Achieve Global Human Happiness Without Destroying the Planet von Ashish
Kothari)
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Mendha Lekha- India

Mendha-Lekha is a village
located in the Gadchiroli
District in the Indian state of |
Maharashtra and home to
around 400 people. They
belong to the Gond tribe
(indigenous people) who §
depend on surrounding
forests for their sustenance
and livelihood. Due to
continuation of  colonial
policies, the Adivasis and \ -
other forest dwelling communities were systematlcally restricted from
accessing the forests, as they were being either nationalized or legally
destroyed for economic and industrial interests. In 2009, as part of a larger
regional movement to save forests, Mendha became the first village in the
country to have its legal rights and responsibilities to use, manage, and
conserve the 1,800 hectares of forest falling within its customary boundary
recognized under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forests Rights) Act. Since the late 1980s, the movement
questioned the centralized and top-down model of governance, appropriation
of common property resources, and extractivism-based model of development
in the region and the cultural, social, and ecological injustices that they caused.
This prolonged resistance transformed into a strong movement towards self-
determination and self-governance, based on tribal cultural identity and local
community control over traditional lands and resources.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: Gram sabha meeting at Mendha Lekha.jpg,
Autor: Mendhalekha, Lizenz: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0
International)
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Chipko-Bewegung Indien

The Chipko movement emerged as a non-violent form of protests from rural
and indigenous communities to take back control over the use of forests. The
community challenged colonial laws which provided the state the exclusive
right to control and manage the forests and the resources. The first
demonstration took place in 1973 in the Himalayan region where
demonstrators hugged trees to protect them from being cut down.
Demonstrations then quickly spread to other parts of in India leading
decentralized and autonomous initiatives. At the center of the movement were
women in villages who were very influential in acting to save their means of
subsistence and their communities. As the movement spread to different parts
of India, it pressured the government to adopt inclusive and responsible
policies that considered the needs of the people and environmental factors.

(Bild: Chipko-bevegelsen er en indisk miljgbevegelse grunnlagt i 1973, der
kvinner har vaert dominerende. Organisasjonen er kjent for sin «tre-klemming».
Foto fra Uttar Pradesh, 1973. Lizenz: CC BY SA 4.0)
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The Plachimada Struggle against Coca Cola- Southern India

P
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In March 2000, Coca Cola, under its Indian representative Hindustan Coca Cola
Beverages Private Limited (HCCBPL), started operations at its bottling plant at
Plachimada, in the southern state of Kerala. The town was mainly inhabited by
Adivasis (indigenous people) who primarily depended on agriculture. Over time,
the area around the plant and the people living there, experienced dangerous
effects such as contamination of ground water and release of toxic wastes.
Over 2 million liters of water were being extracted every day. What came next,
was a long struggle consisting of protests and a legal battle against Coca Cola
organized by the local community, NGOs and other interest groups which
eventually resulted in the shut down of the plant. The struggle however still
continues to recover the loss of livelihood and and the damage to the water
resources in the area. The struggle of the movement does not just represent
the fight against a multi national company, but also the ability of local self
governance people to successfully determine development in their region and
the right to prevent extraction of their resources.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: qaflas Mayali@lano® G’lsmgzmaﬁ snilaflay’ eoayal@lges
@RI H0@0 RIEIEIOOMIE @eauWlal qloaflas cvaemudlciles @ EgalTmIEd MSM EIGIGaHW

20d4], Autor: Neeethud, Lizenz: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0
International)
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Gross National Happiness- Bhutan

PP@W@@@ National %‘%@P{Pﬁn@s@
is more ‘ﬁmpm&anﬂﬁ, then Gross,

National Foduet. y

By: HM.Jigme Singye Wangchuk.

Gross National Happiness (GNH) was introduced in Bhutan by the King of
Bhutan, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck, in 1972 as an alternative measurement
tool to Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The GNH concept calls for a all-
encompassing approach to Sustainable Development and notions of progress
with equal importance given to non-economic aspects of well-being. The
framework offers a more citizen-centric method and focuses on subjective
perceptions of non-material happiness, in comparison to GDP which focuses
primarily on economic growth. The GNH index is based on 33 indicators
categorized under 9 domains and plays an integral role in policy making and
creating policy incentives in Bhutan. The 9 domains are: Psychological well-
being, Health, Education, Time use, Cultural diversity and resilience, Good
governance, Community vitality, Ecological diversity and resilience, and Living
standards.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: "Gross National Happiness is more important
than Gross National Product" by Jigme Singye Wangchuck, King of Bhutam.
Slogan on a wall in Thimphu's School of Traditional Arts, Autor: Mario Biondi,
Italian writer, Lizenz: Public Domain)
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Nayakrishi Andolan- Bangladesh

Nayakrishi Andolon is a farmer-led initiative started in the early 1990s in
Bangladesh and involving over 300,000 diverse member households. It builds
innovative farming practices around ‘seed’ in order to not just oppose the use
of Western pesticides and genetically altered seeds but also to build self-
sufficiency and resilience. It's objective is to ensure biodiverse ecological
regeneration of nature to receive food, fiber, fuel wood, medicine, clean water
and many different bio-material and spiritual needs of the community.
Nayakrishi Andolan represents the resistance of peasants against the take over
of the global food chain and the agricultural sector from corporations. It relies
on local knowledge and enables local markets for communities to achieve
foreign sovereignty.

(Bild von Wikimedia Commons: Harvesting of Paddy in the haor of Bangladesh,
Autor: Balaram Mahalder, Lizenz: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

Unported)
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