Can Green Capitalism Stop .
the Climate Crisis? N

The destructive effects of capitalism on the environment are supposed to be
transformed through the use of new technologies or ecological business
models. But this cannot ensure genuine socio-ecological change and a good life
for all. We need a system change based on the principles of solidarity and care.

Overview

1. Green Capitalism - How Is That Supposed to Work?

2. A False Solution: The Green Economy

3. Alternatives to Green Capitalism

Green Capitalism - How Is That Supposed to
Work?

Green capitalism aims to
solve the multiple social,
environmental and
economic crises by
engaging nature with new
policies and practices.

In reality, however, it is not
socially and ecologically }y
responsible  for  various '
reasons.

Why Green Capitalism Doesn't Work

First, it is still based on endless growth which is neither sustainable nor
possible on a finite planet.

Second, the capitalistic way of production and accumulation is based on
injustices and exploitation of humans as well as natural resources. A green
energy transition is therefore rooted in global relations of power, inequality and
appropriation of raw materials. Although restructuring a greening economy is
the right step to start caring about the environment and sustainability, the
process fails to challenge growth oriented policies, market mechanisms, as well
as neocolonial structures.
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Solving the multiple crises
requires the imagination of a
new world order, a different
system and way of living
together, based on principles of @&

solidarity, cooperation,
sovereignty and self- &

determination at the basis. For
the Global South, it would %
concretely imply an elimination 3
of the odious debt and g #HREEREEREER

transfer of technology so it can develop and diversify its role in the world
economy to be in equilibrium with the Global North.

A False Solution: The Green Economy

The green economy is considered a
magic wand that will solve all the
crises at the same time. Green
economy seeks to create an
appropriate political framework with
policies for more capital inflows to
"green" the economy. Companies
should pay an "appropriate" price for
environmental damage. The state
should also align its own purchases
(public procurement) with environmentally sustainable criteria as well as make
infrastructures environmentally friendly. Yet, what we see globally is that the
environment continues to degrade as carbon emissions rise, biodiversity
shrinks and soils are being overused. On top of that, the social problems such
as hunger, poverty and inequality are (again) growing all over the world.
Reconciling the ecology and the economy does not seem to be working as well
as expected. Therefore, leading to questions and doubts about the power of
turning capitalism green, while holding on to the principles and values of
capitalism.

Busting Myths of the Green Economy

In the following method, flashcards have been used to provide the users with
arguments not just against green capitalism and the green economy but also to
shed light on the social and ecological issues of a green energy transition. The
front side of the cards contain the arguments put forward by green economy
(taken from Brave Green World: The Green Economy myths. Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3, updated edition, by Ulrich Brand) and on the back side users
can find the counter arguments against green capitalism.
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Green Capitalism: Not such a beautiful "green" world

Was
Verteidiger*innen
des Grunen
Kapitalismus
sagen

Was dagegen spricht

"The Green
Economy
invigorates
sustainable
development”

(Title of Chapter 1
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

The green economy is extractive its in nature and
therefore cannot be sustainable

"The capitalist system needs growth and only functions
stably through growth. So there is a key problem built
into the capitalist mode of accumulation, which relies on
the externalization of costs and the appropriation of
cheap resources, labor and nature. And this is not
sustainable. It cannot be made sustainable." - (Matthias
Schmelzer (Co-author of The Future is Degrowth: A
Guide to a world beyond Capitalism)

Externalization: certain monetary, social or
environmental costs of a service or good are not borne
by the consumer, but by another social group or nature.
Often in the Global South or in the future. (ILA Kollektiv)
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"The crisis

Green Economy”

(Title of Chapter 2
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

is an
opportunity for a

The Green economy only perpetuates the crisis
with the need for resources from the South

To build and build out green technologies, such as solar
panels, lithium batteries and wind turbines etc., a wide
range of minerals and metals need to be mined.
Extraction associated with an energy transition also
cause social and environmental impacts, mainly in the
Global South. These include, the destruction of
ecosystems and communities as well as the violation of
indigenous rights. While there is an urgent need for
rapid climate action, it is important for the energy
transition to happen in a just way. (Paraphrase of a
quote from Thea Riofrancos, co-author of A Planet To
Win: Why We Need a Green New Deal, in Upstream
podcast Ep 14: The Green Transition Pt. 1: The Problem
with Green Capitalism)

"The Green
Economy
reconciles
economy and
ecology”

(Title of Chapter 3
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

The green economy does not reconcile the
economical and ecological consequences of an
unequal system

"The end of the world is already here, but it is unevenly
distributed because the climate catastrophe already
means that many people in the world are losing
everything. And this is the case for entire communities
displaced by the effects of climate change, or those that
bravely resist the consequences of the expansion of
extractivism in the name of the energy transition or
other forms of greenwashing." - Sergio Chaparo
(Columbian Human Rights activist and researcher)

Greenwashing: when a company makes an

environmental claim about something the organization

is doing that is intended to promote a sense of
environmental impact that doesn't exist.
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"An '‘efficiency
revolution' leads
to more growth
with less resource

use"

(Title of Chapter 5
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

More growth, more resources and newer
technologies will further promote the destruction
of ecosystems

“Lithium is an element that is key to transition into
electromobility — like electric cars. It's a key part of the
battery that makes these cars function. There is a huge
geopolitical pressure into exploiting as much as they
can in a very short amount of time. And that makes it
difficult to reassure that the resource is not going to,
like, ruin people's lives. It's very difficult because there
are lots of Indigenous people that live in the ‘salars’
where lithium is extracted and they have their own
ways of living (...). And it's like, yeah, a huge
contradiction. So it doesn't make sense for us to extract
all of the lithium so that people can have three cars and
that everything stays the same. Well after that, we will
have nothing but a lot of ecosystems that have been
destroyed and that won't increase the quality of life for
people that live there or even the rest of the country.” -
Ana Julia Aneise (Young-climate activist with Youth for
Climate)

Rebound Effect: Efficiency improvements often reduce
the cost of products or services. This can lead to a
change in the behavior of users: they consume more -
the original savings are partially offset. This effect is
called rebound.

"A strong state is

sustainability”

(Title of Chapter 6
from Brave Green

good for
environmental
protection and 1o state does not make rules from a neutral position. It

In pursuit of growth and competition, extracting
countries are driving the war on resources at the
cost of people and the environment

reflects the power relations of society by acting in the
interests of companies and wealth owners, rather than
for the benefit of the people and the environment. The
focus of the state is on competitiveness and growth
instead of really contributing to sustainability. With the

World, The Green
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Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

aim of promoting the competitiveness of their own
companies in the global economy and achieving an
energy turnaround in their own countries, governments
in extracting countries are driving the exploitative “war”
on resources. On top of that, Global North countries
criticize the Global South for their “dirty” and
“polluting” industries, rather than acknowledging the
fact that global warming is primarily caused by
industrialized countries. For Global North countries,
environmental protection must not damage or
compromise economic growth. (Paraphrased from
chapter 6 of Brave Green World, The Green Economy
myths. Luxemburg Argumente no. 3, updated edition,
by Ulrich Brand)

"Businesses are
the engines of the
green economy”

(Title of Chapter 7
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.
Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

The agenda of profitability does not allow
businesses and companies to produce in a
socially and environmentally friendly way.

The idea of carbon footprints was manufactured by the
fossil fuel industry, not to contribute to the greater
good, but to shift the responsibilities of reducing
emissions onto individual consumers. In his article “The
Carbon Footprint Scam”, Mark Kaufman says that British
Petroleum, the second largest non-state owned oil
company in the world, promoted the idea that climate
change and global warming is the fault of the people.
The company popularized the term carbon footprint in
the early 2000s and even unveiled a calculator so that
people could assess how they were contributing to
global warming. This was propaganda because in reality
it is known that just 100 companies are responsible for
71% of global emissions. The real problem lies in the
sphere of production.

(Paraphrase of the original quote from Della Duncan,
renegade economist and host of The Green Transition
Pt. 1: The Problem with Green Capitalism podcast)
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"The
economy
development
opportunities
the South”

green
offers

for

(Title of Chapter 12
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.

Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

The green economy allows rich nations to grow
and develop at the expense of the Global South

Jason Hickel: If we're going to assume that rich nations
get to continue to increase growth and therefore
continue to increase energy use indefinitely, what we're
talking about is an indefinitely increasing extraction
from the Global South to fuel that vision, right? This is
not a tenable proposition. It will cause extraordinary
amounts of destruction and exploitation that really
boggles the mind to think about the implications of this.
So, yes, we need renewable energy, but the idea that
we can have perpetually increasing renewable energy is
a very dangerous one and we must reject it.... the very
simple proposition that comes from post-growth and
degrowth research is simply that if you abandon growth
as an objective and additionally scale down less
necessary forms of production to reduce energy use
then you can decarbonize more quickly. - Jason Hickel
(Economic anthropologist and author of Less is More:
How Degrowth Will Save the World)

Decarbonization: finding alternative ways of living and
working that reduce emissions and capture and store
carbon in our soil and vegetation

"The green
economy fights
poverty”

(Title of Chapter 13
from Brave Green
World, The Green
Economy myths.

Luxemburg
Argumente no. 3,
updated edition, by
Ulrich Brand)

“The green economy does not fight the root
problems: the imperialist mode of living and
extreme consumerism”

"So, the root problem isn't that we need more energy,
we just need to use less energy. And if we can change
this green transition into something like that, then we
would have taken a huge, huge step, that, uh, you can't
just fix problems with with some Band-Aid, it has to be
very deep and very well thought through if we are to
change this world. Yeah, well, that's the question. It
keeps coming to us. You only say no, no, no, what can
we do then? But | don't think that's a fair question to
put on an Indigenous nation. We have always been

L'NX - the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation's learning platform




here. We will always be here, no matter what. | think the
world is on the wrong path. The world needs to fix its
problems. The extreme consumerism is the problem. It's
not that you can't build wind power on our land. That's
not the problem. The world has made itself so
dependent on this consumerism, this energy
consumption — it's grotesque, really, to see how the
world works right now." - Beaska Niillas (traditional
Northern Sami artisan, hunter-gatherer, activist, Sami
school kindergarten teacher, politician and host of the
SuperSapmi podcast)

Consumerism: The consumption of goods and
products beyond one’s necessities, in the process
draining the planet of resources.
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Alternatives to Green Capitalism

The concept of green capitalism with its obsession on profit-oriented economic
growth to solve the environmental problems is not a solution. Decoupling of
economic growth from consumption of natural resources and from CO2
emissions is impractical within green capitalism. Instead of overcoming the
problem, green capitalism only shifts the problem to some other place or to
some other people. Therefore, we urgently need to look for alternatives that go
beyond the so-called_imperial mode of living. We need a fundamental change
in the current global economy. Our values need to shift to moderate and
sustainable consumption that is not just based on solidarity, but also socially
and ecologically just.

In the following method, you will be presented with alternative concepts that
offer radical alternatives to capitalism and the current global economy. These
include: degrowth and the right to development.

Alternative: Deg rowth

Degrowth is an idea that critiques |
the global capitalist system which
pursues growth at all costs,
causing human exploitation and
environmental destruction. §
Activists and researchers in the §
degrowth movement advocate for
societies that prioritize social and
ecological well-being - in essence §
a good life for all - instead of j
corporate profits, overproduction B
and excessive consumption. By chaIIengmg the hegemony of economic growth
degrowth calls for a democratically led redistributive downscaling of
destructive parts production and consumption in industrialised countries. It also
promotes a shift in common values towards care, solidarity and autonomy.
Degrowth calls not only for a substantial change in the global North but also for
dropping the one-sided Western paradigm of development in order to support a
self-determined path of social organization in the global South.
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Democratizing Politics!
Electoral representation is not democratic enough. In current democracies of

the global North there are deficiencies of accountability and the systems of
governance are also discriminatory. They are still systematically giving priority
to persons with gender, class, or race privileges to leadership positions.
Transforming the system must either ensure that representatives are more
accountable to their constituents by developing institutions that support
deliberative, participatory politics or replacing electoralism altogether.
Proposals include, for example, instituting citizen assemblies and women’s
councils; participatory budgeting and taxation; forbidding politicians to take up
positions in industry following their term; or even mandating ‘sortition’, in
which citizens are nominated and selected in lots as representatives.
Democratic Confederalism, a system practiced in Northern Syria, offers a
scaled-up trans-local system of, where local citizen assemblies nominate a
recallable delegate to take part in regional and national assemblies.

*Democratic Conferederalism= a system currently practised in northern Syria,
inspired by Abdullah Ocalan’s political philosophy.
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Abolishing GDP as an indicator of economic progress!
Since GDP is a misleading indicator, it should not be used as a universal

orientation for activities of societies. The increase of GDP as economic growth
excludes crucial elements of well-being. Therefore, other indicators of
prosperity need to be look at instead. Statistics on money and tax revenue can
be collected and used, but economic policy should no longer be formulated in
terms of GDP targets. There needs to be a debate about what well-being is,
focusing on what to measure.

Convivial and democratic technology
For a degrowth transformation, the material-technical basis of society needs to

be restructured and democratized. Different technical models, a change in
ownership structures and collective decision making in that field are required to
prioritize sustainability and utility and not economic efficiency. The term
convivial technology includes considering five essential values for a
technological development from a degrowth perspective: connectedness (how
technology shapes the relationship between people in terms of it’s production
and use or infrastructure; accessibility (by whom and under what
circumstances a technology can be developed and used); adaptability (a
technique can be used independently, easily extended and coupled with other
techniques; it is facilitated by basic components that can be replaced); bio
interaction (effects of the technology on the living organisms and entire
ecosystems); appropriateness (whether the technology is appropriate for the
task to be performed). Examples of spaces that encourage the development of
convivial technology include tool-lending libraries, repair cafés, do-it-yourself
spaces, and some ecologically and non-commercially oriented hacker spaces,
maker spaces, or fab labs.

Democratization of Economics!
The transformation of the economy needs to happen from below. Economic

activities must be oriented towards concrete needs and the common good.
They need to be democratized and shaped independently of growth without
exploiting people and nature. This means putting the economy in the hands of
people. Degrowth advocates for instance commoning where communities
govern shared resources, goods and territories, outside of markets (link to text
on commoning in solidary mode of living). Smaller cooperatives or collective
enterprises, under the framework of a solidarity economy, allow also for
participative production in the idea of the common good. Economic democracy
also means ‘re-municipalization of basic services and the re-appropriation of
private enterprises into collective, non-hierarchical and self-determined forms
of ownerships.

*Re-municipalization= putting utilities such as water and electricity into the
hands of municipalities
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Democratizing social metabolism!

In the capitalist economy, consumption and production go along with massive
inefficiencies (e.g. trash), exploitation and oppression. For a good life for all,
suggestions for politicizing and democratizing aim at using human and natural
energy as well as resources better in the context of all forms of living and
producing. This is an almost all-encompassing task that includes other
suggestions of degrowth. To put it in a nutshell, it is about restructuring
activities according to needs while respecting social justice, self determination
and the boundaries set by nature. More concretely it means, phasing out the
globalized, profit oriented, fossil fuel based industrial economic sectors and
activities. There is, additionally, a requirement to scale down social activities
that do not advance human well being such as the arms industry and military,
advertising, lobbying, fast fashion, large parts of the financial industry,
motorized individual transport (in cities), industrial agriculture and industrial
farming.

Revalorization and redistribution of labour
For a good life for all, degrowth suggests also a substantial transformation of

the idea of work. Part of this is a radical and collective reduction in working
hours (to 28h or 32h) in order to redistribute work, personal time and income
and reduce environmental consumption. This should happen with full wage
compensation, extensive staff equalization and be designed with the
participation of employees. Reducing working hours also liberates free time
which can be used for activities beyond the market such as political self
determination, care or hedonic enjoyment beyond the ‘work and spend’
economy. A valorization of care work and the distribution of this work among all
is also necessary to transform work. Other proposals include collective self
determination in the workplace and the strengthening of worker’s rights and
autonomy through the provision of basic services.

International solidarity!
Degrowth also represents an ecological and de-colonial global justice

movement. From this perspective, international solidarity is about overcoming
the imperial mode of living in the Global North. This would allow to stop the
neocolonial appropriation of Global South resources and the externalization of
costs at the expense of others. Active alliances with actors in and from the
Global South are needed to promote ‘alternatives to development’ and support
environmental justice struggles. Such alliances would also include extending
solidarity with communities fighting for reparations as well as refugees and
migrants whose livelihoods are destroyed. Further acts of international
solidarity would be debt cancellations, support for local struggles in the Global
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South against land grabbing, a commitment to ecological reparations and
transfer of financial resources, renewable technology and knowledge, as well as
strengthening Indigenous land rights and the livelihoods of peasants globally.
Closely connected to other suggestions of degrowth, internation solidarity
means ending extractivism and military imperialism by industrialized countries.
It also requires a restructuring of the unjust global economic system it its
institutions in the sense of a fair world trade system.

Democratization: An expansion of democratic forms of decision-making,
including in the economic sphere, to enable genuine political participation. The
practice of grassroots democracy and consensus-oriented processes is a
central part of the movement's practice.

Social security

The idea of degrowth is to create equal access to resources and to transform
and broaden social security and basic services. The aim is to redistribute the
resources of the rich through effective taxation and radically cap the
accumulation of wealth that causes excessive emissions. A good life for all
requires withdrawing from radical market economies or/and stopping to let
profit interests rule over a large part of the supply goods and services. Thus,
housing, food, water, energy, local transport, communication, health,
education, culture, information, childcare, care for elderly, assistance for
people with disabilities, funerals and so on must be made available to all
regardless of economic growth and individual income. In addition to taxes on
high income and inheritances, degrowth also supports the idea of a Universal
Basic Income as an unconditional recurring cash transfer for all members of
society.

The Right to Development

Development projects are often imposed upon local communities in top-down
decision-making processes that lead to serious violations of the rights of
Indigenous peoples and local communities. Economic development policies
also have an impact on the environment and the climate. The right to
development provides a framework for equitable development. It states that
development processes must be based on the active, free and meaningful
participation of the people. It aims to achieve self-determination and
sovereignty of peoples in choosing their model of development which is based
on equality and mutual respect. Explore the inalienable right to development in
the following video.
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Mapping the frontiers and front lines of global
environmental justice: The E) Atlas
What is environmental justice?

Environmental justice refers to social movements focusing on the links between
environmental issues and social justice. The term was first used during the
1980s in the United States among Black and Latino communities. The
movement originated from the recognition that the most disadvantaged and
marginalized communities are most affected socially and environmentally by
damaging projects and extracting activities.

What is the Environmental Justice Atlas?

The Environmental justice Atlas documents and catalogues social conflict
around environmental issues. It collects stories of communities fighting for
environmental justice and makes and aims to make them more visible.
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Using and Sharing!

This article is part of the series Exiting the Crisis! - Understanding Crises and
Paths to Global Justice, which was produced in cooperation with Konzeptwerk

Neue Okonomie. Online Editing by Alina Kopp. This article is published under
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